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Welcome to EKC Sixth Form College. We are unique in
East Kent, offering a dedicated Sixth Form environment
for you to study for your A Levels. We offer a wide range
of curriculum to ensure you have the options you want to
take at A Level, in order for you to achieve your ambitions.

PASTORAL SUPPORT PROVIDED
At EKC Sixth Form College, we are committed to ensuring that
you have all the support you require to empower you to achieve
your fullest potential. We will provide you with plenty of support
throughout your time with us, whether that’s in developing
an outstanding CV, growing your confidence, or ensuring your
wellbeing.
We have a dedicated Advice and Guidance team that are able to
offer you free, impartial and confidential advice and guidance
throughout your time with EKC Sixth Form College. They can help
you consider your future career path, or talk you through getting
ready for university.
We also have staff dedicated to ensuring your emotional welfare
and wellbeing. Counsellors are available for students, and we
have a number of highly trained mental health first aiders who
can provide support if you’re struggling with anxiety, depression,
stress or any other challenge.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
At EKC Sixth Form College we are committed to ensuring that
financial barriers don’t stand in your way of getting a great A Level
education.
We offer a range of course related cost support to those who need
it, from free school meals in our refectory, to annual bus passes for
those who are eligible. We also offer 16 to 19 Bursary Funding for
you if you require financial support to remain in education after 16.

Applications for this support are quick and simple, and you can
make them via our website where we guide you through the
process at every stage. You can also find out more about the
support we offer there.

SOCIAL ACTION
At EKC Sixth Form College we believe we’re defined by our
actions. That’s why we are committed to engaging in youth led
social action within the communities we serve. We encourage
every student to take part in a range of social action activities,
from volunteering for a charity, to fundraising for a cause close to
your heart. We do this for a number of reasons, some of which you
can see here!

It brings people together and encourages teamwork
Social action is most effective when groups of people work
together towards a common goal. This is an important skill that
can build confidence and be carried throughout education into
university or the workplace.

Making a difference is good for you
Achieving goals set as a team within the community can improve
your physical and mental health, evoking optimism and joy. It’s
also said to reduce stress as you are able to focus on someone and
something else.

It strengthens your community
Social action includes a range of different activities such as
improving your community, the environment or working with
local charities. This helps you build a relationship with the local
community as you set goals together, investing in its places
and people. It gives you a real stake in our society, which is so
important.
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You can put your skills to good use
We want you to help lead social action. That means you can
choose an activity that’s related to the A Levels you’re taking,
or makes use of one of your skillsets, giving you the chance to
develop your knowledge and skills. It also enables you to explore
your interests and to recognise skills you might not have realised
you had. If you are trying something completely new, you may
well discover hidden talents.

It helps you develop your sense of awareness
It is important to be able to understand different social situations.
Working within the community will help you build confidence,
improve your social and communication skills and increase your
ability to interact. This is crucial for your development and for
future progression.

WHAT GRADES WILL I NEED TO STUDY A
LEVELS AT EKC SIXTH FORM COLLEGE?
In addition to the general entry criteria for an A Level programme
of study many individual A Level subjects will require students
to have specific GCSE grades in specific subjects – and some will
expect students to have taken the higher tier of entry at GCSE. A
few A Level courses will have a specified level of skill requirement
as well as specific GCSE grade requirements. Please see the
information regarding the requirements for each subject course
in later sections of the Prospectus (from page 12 to 60). If you
have any questions, just get in touch or visit one of our open days,
we are here to advise and help.

HOW MANY A LEVEL COURSES
WILL I TAKE?
Most students will study three A Levels – although some will
choose to study four. All of the courses detailed in the prospectus
and online are offered at A Level. We will consider your average
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grade on entry and your future goals when considering how
many courses you should take. For now, have a look through the
prospectus and consider what you would enjoy and start to think
about your end goal; where your A Levels will take you. It may
help you to consider a ‘pathway’ and then we can match the ideal
subjects with you. Pathways could include:
● Medical and Science;
● Forensics;
● Environment;
● Mathematics (including Further Maths);
● Literature and Journalism;
● Academic;
● Business, Law and Finance;
● Public Services and International Relations;
● Creative (including Architecture);
● Performance.

WHAT DOES EKC SIXTH FORM
COLLEGE OFFER?
Fundamentally, the purpose of EKC Sixth Form College is to
prepare you for both higher education and the career of your
choice. However, the positioning of a Sixth Form within a College
setting creates a space that is much more than simply about
passing your A Level examinations to get to the next rung of
the ladder; it is imbued with the EKC Group educational ethos
which is to enable students to grow in all areas, personally as well
as academically, and prepare them to make a significant and
positive contribution to the world later in life.
Our well-positioned Sixth Form provides a different learning
environment to what you are used to at your school. In our Sixth
Form, there are no students below the age of 16, and because
we are open to a broader college community, there will also
be students who are older than 16-19 studying here, creating a
‘university-like’ atmosphere.

The environment at our Sixth Form is carefully designed to feel
more empowering for you, relaxed but purposeful, and you will
be expected to take more responsibility for yourself and your
learning, with exceptional care and guidance from our specialist
tutors and extensive support teams.
We think that the biggest incentive for you to study at the EKC
Sixth Form will be the experience of being part of a place that
functions a little more like a university. We offer life-changing
opportunities, as well as bringing you gradually out of your
comfort zone and meeting new people. This will be a huge boost
to your confidence before you join university life.
In summary, we provide the choice and opportunity of a large
College Group, but with the care and academic rigour of a
dedicated Sixth Form. It’s the best of both worlds for you.

WHAT WILL MY TIMETABLE BE LIKE?
EKC Sixth Form College only offers full-time programmes of
study. As a student enrolling at EKC Sixth Form College, you are
committing to participate in a full five-day timetabled week of
varied activities including timetabled academic lessons, tutorials
with your personal tutor and any additional studies or other
wider activities that you have chosen. There will also be a need for
regular independent study built in to prepare you for university.
A good number of students travel from a considerable distance
to study with us and we therefore work hard to ensure that all
academic lessons and many of the choices of other activities
take place within the main 9am – 4pm college day. However, a
wide range of optional extra-curricular activities, such as sports
and performing arts (including residential fieldwork and evening
events) will also be offered outside of the timetabled framework
to those who wish to participate (you can view an example
timetable on page 8).

VALUES, EXPECTATIONS AND
OUR CULTURE
We are a values driven organisation and expect you to adhere to
these when you join us. Our culture is one of collaboration and
community. We are strong believers in putting community first,
and are committed to working in partnership with residents,
employers, charities, community groups, councils and a range
of other stakeholders to deliver an outstanding educational
experience for you. Our values, which are espoused by every one
of our staff and students alike, are underpinned by the word
CAREER.

C
A
R
E
E
R

CREATIVITY

Adapting to change
through innovation

AMBITION

Empowering our
students and staff to
achieve their potential

RESPECT

Welcoming everyone
and celebrating
difference and diversity

EXCELLENCE

Placing our students
and staff at the heart of
everything that we do

ENTERPRISE

Turning our ideas
into reality

RESILIENCE

Being determined to
make a difference
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WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I
AM WORRIED ABOUT MY
GCSE GRADES
Please don’t be afraid to discuss any issues or
uncertainties about potential GCSE grades at
interview. We’re committed to helping you achieve
your ambitions and simply want to make sure that
you excel at any programme you opt to do with us,
whilst also increasing your confidence and ability
while you are part of our community.
Often it will be the case that the individual
courses you choose will be offered to you
subject to you achieving the specific GCSE
grades that you need for that A Level course. If
you then do not achieve the required grades,
we will discuss this further with you once
GCSE results are published. At this point, for
example, some students may switch from
A Level to a vocational course and others
may simply change an individual A Level
subject choice. Where A Level applicants
have ‘just missed’ the grades that they
need, it is often possible to make
modifications to the courses offered,
especially if applicants are happy to
be flexible regarding subject choices
(please note that many individual A
Level courses do need a GCSE grade
5 or above to have been obtained
in mathematics or English or other
predominantly written subjects)
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STAYING SAFE AND BEING SAFE
At EKC Sixth Form College we are committed to delivering an
environment in which every student feels safe, secure and fully
able to express themselves and achieve their potential. Through
our safeguarding policies and their implementation, we’re able
to deliver an environment in which all of our students are able to
understand the importance of following procedures and listening
to each other, helping to create a respectful and nurturing setting
for all, especially when there are concerns about safety. We have a
range of procedures in place to ensure that every student is well
cared for and able to fully enjoy their time with us.

WHAT WILL YOUR
EXPERIENCE BE LIKE?
With limited class sizes to ensure you receive the support you
need to succeed, and skilled professional teachers, you’re sure to
have an inspirational learning experience within EKC Sixth Form
College. Your week will be structured, with a clear timetable to
follow in order to ensure you get the best opportunities to learn
and develop, whilst also giving you the time you’ll need to engage
in personal study and other enrichment activities. EKC Sixth Form
College is also able to offer personal tutoring, empowering you to
overcome any academic obstacles in your way to fulfilling your
potential and achieving excellence.
As a dedicated organisation for those aged over 16-years-old, you’ll
learn and develop in an environment which will help to prepare
you to progress on to university or employment, whichever you
choose. Our refectory offers freshly cooked hot meals to order,
with sandwiches and light bites if you’re in a hurry or need to eat
on the go! We also have an on-site shop for stationary, as well as
games and activities like pool, table tennis and video games for
when you’re having your break time.
EKC Sixth Form College is located just a few minutes’ walk from
central Canterbury, which is accessible via a wide range of public

transport, ensuring you can get here easily wherever you’re
travelling from in East Kent. With sustainability at our heart, we
also offer secure bays if you choose to travel to us by bicycle.

OUR DIGITAL SUPPORT AND
DIGITAL PLATFORMS
We offer a wide range of digital platforms to ensure that your
learning is seamless. Our in-house EKC Online platform has
been developed to ensure that you’re able to access all of the
important information you need to complete your studies,
with communications from your teachers integrated alongside
assessment deadlines and other key items. Our platforms aim to
ensure that your learning experience is seamless, and you get to
develop the digital skills you’ll need to progress when you finish
your studies with us.
Alongside our platforms, we also offer support to students who
need access to a digital device. If you require a laptop to complete
your studies, we may be able to support you through our bursary
funding, ensuring that there are no barriers to your continued
development.

YOUR APPLICATION JOURNEY
EKC Sixth Form College wants to ensure you have a great
experience with us from start to finish. That’s why we’ve made our
application process as simple as possible.
Step 1: You just need to visit our website at ekcgroup.ac.uk/
ekcsixthformcollege and navigate to the A Level page that you’re
interested in, and then simply click apply. We’ll ask you to register
an account with us, and then take you through a few simple
questions. We’ll want to know which A Levels you’re interested in,
but you don’t have to commit to these A Levels at this stage – we’ll
just use your choices to indicate your preferences. You’ll then be
able to book an interview date with us. You can also apply via the
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Kent Choices website which is run by The Education People on
behalf of Kent County Council. Simply navigate to kentprospectus.
co.uk and search for EKC Sixth Form College to see our range of
options, then follow the instructions to apply. You should already
have a username and password for this, which will have been sent
to you from Kent County Council by post. If you don’t have this,
just speak to your current school and they should be able to help
you with it.
Step 2: At the interview, we will discuss the entry requirements for
your preferred A Levels and we can also answer any questions you

might have about the courses and how we’ll teach them. This is a
great opportunity to find out more about us, and for us to get to
know you.
Step 3: After your interview you will be offered a place on the A
Levels you’ve chosen. This place will be subject to you achieving
the entry criteria required to study with us.
Step 4: When you receive your results, you can confirm your place
to secure your place and begin the enrolment process!

Example timetable
Period

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

9:00 to 9:20

Registration &
Pastoral Study

Registration &
Pastoral Study

Registration &
Pastoral Study

Registration &
Pastoral Study

Registration &
Pastoral Study

2

9.25 to 10:15

Group A

Group B

Group A

Group D

Group E

3

10:25 to 11:15

Group D

Group D

Group B

Group C

Group B

11:15 to 11:45

Break

Break

Break

Break

Break

11:45 to 12:35

Group C

Group E

Group C

Group A

Group D

12:35 to 13:30

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

5

13:30 to 14:20

Group A

Group B

Group E

Group C

Group E

6

14:30 to 15:20

Group C

Group E / EPQ

Group D

Group A

Group B

7

15:20 to 16:00

Group C Extended
Workshop

Group E Extended
Workshop / EPQ

Group D Extended
Workshop

Group A Extended
Workshop

Group B Extended
Workshop

8

16:30 to 17:30

Sport / Performance
(practice)

4

8

Monday

Sport / Performance
(practice)

10 Reasons to Study at EKC Sixth Form College
1

We are in a great location – Exceptional transport links in the
heart of a city which is celebrated for its academia.

2

Many enrichment opportunities – Alongside your studies
there will be trips and field trips, performance areas and a sport
centre… the list is too long to place everything here.

3

We prepare you for future success and your dream career –
Although important, we are not just about exams, and we want
to ensure you stand out from the crowd and are attractive to
the university or future career of your choice.

4

We look after our students both academically and pastorally
– With highly-skilled support teams, dedicated tutorials and,
where needed, bursaries to help with course costs and travel.

5

We are the perfect place to make new friends and become
more independent – Unlike a school sixth form, you’ll meet
students from all walks of life and be given greater freedoms,
with independent study periods and the chance to plan your
own learning.

6

We are a supportive, self-contained community within a
larger campus, so you get the benefit of both – Our Sixth
Form Centre has everything, from modern science laboratories
and an excellent sporting centre, through to open plan social
spaces, all within a larger campus. This means that you benefit
from the scale of opportunity, but we are still able to get to
know all our students very well and can personalise your
learning, your curriculum and the support that you receive.

7

We have outstanding teachers – All of our
teachers are A Level specialists. In addition to
their academic credentials, many also have
industry backgrounds, meaning that they can
contextualise your studies and help you prepare
for the world of work beyond university.

8

We can improve your chances of getting into
university – The EKC Sixth Form College team
provides an expertly qualified Careers lead. Their
role is to provide you with assistance through
the UCAS process, helping you best articulate
all of your qualities and skillsets (academic and
extra-curricular) to ensure you stand out from
the crowd.

9

Ofsted think we are ‘Good’ – At our last Ofsted
the EKC Group received ‘Good’ with ‘Outstanding
Leadership’ across everything we do.

10

We passionately believe in mutual respect
for everyone – We embrace diversity and are
strongly committed to equality of opportunity,
regardless of gender, race, culture, sexual
orientation or religious belief for all students,
staff and the wider community.
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Art (Fine Art) A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY ART (FINE ART)?

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2

This is a great qualification for developing your practical art skills.
It is an open and welcoming course where, after a short time
spent learning new printing, painting and 3D techniques, you can
explore your own ideas. Fine Art is a subject that can be helpful to
any student who wants to apply to an Art related degree course.
It also combines well with any other subject at college including
any other Art and Design subject. Our department provides a
creative place to work and we have some of the best resources
in the local area for Art, including sculpture and ceramics. Many
Fine Art students will also take the opportunity to pursue an art
related Extended Project Qualification. Developing your skills
by looking at artists and designers is an important part of any
artist or designer’s experience. We invite guest artists in to run
one day workshops throughout the year and we also have many
visiting speakers from universities to give you information about
progression opportunities and careers.

Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

COURSE CONTENT
The first part of the course consists of an induction project where
you learn new skills guided by your Art teacher. This is followed
by a more independent and personal project where you get to
understand the assessment criteria and standards required at
A Level. This leads up to you starting your A Level coursework in
the summer term. During the first year you will be learning new
techniques, looking at the work of other artists and building
up your skills and understanding of contemporary art practice.
In the second year you will be further developing your skills
and exploring your ideas to a high standard. You will produce
a portfolio of high-quality artwork that can be used for Art and
Design degree interviews.
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FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
Year 2 becomes more specialised. The coursework element
consists of one major project, which you choose yourself. There is
also a short-written element to the coursework. The exam project
culminates in a 15-hour practical exam.

ASSESSMENT
All A Level coursework is due in at the end of January in your
second year. From the start of February you will then start your
exam project. In May, at the end of the exam preparation period,
you will be completing a final piece during a 15-hour exam –
spread over 3 days. The coursework is worth 60% of your A Level
mark and the exam project is 40%.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics.
For those who have not previously studied a GCSE in Art
and Design or Textiles or Graphics, or an equivalent Level 2
course, it is still possible to be considered for this A Level Art
course. You will need to complete an exercise set by the Art
and Design Department once you have had your college
interview. The exercise will need to be submitted to the
Head of Department during your College Induction Day.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL FINE ART?
Art can lead to many creative careers including graphic
design, illustration, architecture, product design, web
design, fashion and textiles, industrial design and
animation. Most universities offer courses in these
subjects.

FURTHER INFORMATION
The basic requirement is for students to buy
an A3 coursework sketchbook for the first day
and to have some pencils and paints available
for homework. They will also need an A1
Portfolio by the end of the first term. Further
expenditure is dependent on the selection
and nature of your work.
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Biology A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY BIOLOGY?
Biology literally means the study of life. Being such a broad
subject, you are bound to find specific areas of interest, plus it
opens the door to a range of interesting careers. A good number
of Biology students will also take the opportunity to pursue a
related Extended Project qualification in a topic related to their
intended career. In the first year there is a trip where students
learn about Classification and Biodiversity. At the start of the
second year, students will go on an ecological field trip to
investigate the distribution of organisms in the environment. We
have very good links with universities and members will visit to
speak to our students about their research work, as well as related
careers. The Sixth Form College also has an impressive Animal
Science and Horticulture campus nearby where you will be able to
conduct extensive field studies.

COURSE CONTENT
You will cover a range of topics such as:
Biological Molecules – Structure and Biological Significance of
Carbohydrates, Proteins, Lipids (Fats/Oils), Nucleic Acids (DNA/
RNA) and Water.
Cells – Structure of Prokaryotic and Eukaryotic Cells and
their function.
How organisms exchange substances with their
environment – Gas exchange, Digestion and Circulation in
organisms.
Genetic information, variation and relationships between
organisms – Functioning of the Genetic Code.
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Energy transfers in and between organisms – Photosynthesis,
Respiration, Energy flow and Nutrient Cycles.
How organisms respond to changes in their internal and
external environments – Stimuli and Response, Nervous
System, Skeletal System and Homeostasis.
Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems –
Inheritance, Populations, Ecosystems and Evolution.
The control of gene expression – Mutations, Regulation of
Gene Expressions, Genome Project, Genetic Engineering, DNA
analysis and Genetic fingerprinting.

ASSESSMENT IN YEAR 1
Two written assessment papers taken at the end of the first year
and assessment of relevant practical skills.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is entirely based on three written examination
papers taken at the end of the second year and is based on both
years’ work.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Biology below.
Grade 6 – GCSE Mathematics
AND
Grade 5 – Both 1st and 2nd grade GCSE Combined
Science

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL BIOLOGY?
The top degree courses taken by students who have
an A Level in Biology are Biology, Biomedicine,
Biochemistry, Psychology, Sport and Exercise
Science, Medicine, Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology,
Pharmacology, Toxicology, Pharmacy, Forensic
Science, Zoology and Chemistry. Studying A Level
Biology gives you all sorts of exciting career options,
including doctor, dentist, molecular geneticist,
nature conservation officer, pharmacologist,
research scientist, vet, science teacher and marine
biologist.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students will need a scientific calculator.
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Business A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY BUSINESS?
This course aims to make you think critically about the world
of business. It covers ideas drawn from various disciplines,
including economics, accounting, law, government and politics,
sociology and psychology. It focuses on small to medium sized
businesses operating within national, international and global
markets and includes the teaching and learning of transferable
skills such as calculations, interpreting and analysing data,
applying knowledge to unfamiliar situations, developing
arguments, presenting and making judgements and decisions.

to decide on their strategy. You will develop analytical
skills to investigate business opportunities and problems
in a number of different contexts and evaluate a range
of quantitative and qualitative data to suggest possible
strategic responses from businesses. This element is very
numerical.
Business in a Changing World – The business world
never stands still and there are continuous opportunities
and threats to businesses of all sizes. You will learn that
businesses operate in a global marketplace and that they
need to consider a wide range of external factors that affect
their day-to-day activities, decision-making and strategy.

COURSE CONTENT
Over the two years you will cover areas such as:
Business Opportunities and Functions – Focusing on
new business start-ups and small and medium sized
enterprises (SMEs), the content in this section is based
around the concept of starting a new business and the
issues that surround the process of planning a new business.
Awareness of other types of business organisations and
the markets they operate in and their various stakeholders
will be covered. It also covers business functions for all
types of business organisations, ranging from recently
formed small businesses to well established multinational
companies. These functions include marketing, finance,
people in organisations (human resources) and operations
management.
Analysis and Strategy – You will learn to understand,
construct and analyse a range of decision-making models
and investment appraisal methods used by businesses
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PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first
year of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a
formal late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of
a good level of attendance and commitment throughout the
year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT
END OF YEAR 2
There are three written papers at the end of the A Level year.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require
students to have an average point on entry score of 5.0
from their best 6 subjects, ideally including English
and Mathematics.

WHAT CAN I DO
AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL BUSINESS?
Business encourages students to develop
a broad range of skills, which are useful
for employment in a wide range of fields.
Students can use this qualification in order to
progress onto numerous university courses.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students should have a keen interest
in businesses. They need to be able to
develop an awareness of businesses
by keeping up to date with current
business news stories and be able to
relate these to the theoretical content
of the course.
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Chemistry A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY CHEMISTRY?
This is a course which will challenge you and help you to
understand, and test, the world around you. The department
is built around a team of very experienced and enthusiastic
teachers and technicians, who run a busy programme of
teaching, support and practical classes. Chemistry works
particularly well in combination with biology, physics and/or
mathematics. As part of any programme of study it will certainly
improve your skills in numeracy, practical work and logical
thinking. Many Chemistry students will also take the opportunity
to pursue a related Extended Project qualification in a topic
linked to their intended career.

COURSE CONTENT
You will cover a range of topics such as:
Elements of Life – Atomic structure, bonding and calculations.
Developing Fuels – Energetics and organic.

Colour by Design – aromatic compounds, dyes and
organic synthesis.

ASSESSMENT IN YEAR 1
At the end of year one there will be a written assessment
consisting of multiple choice questions and a mix of short answer
and extended response questions.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

Elements from the Oceans – Redox halogens, solubility
and pH calculations.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2

The Ozone – Radicals and CFCs

The A Level is entirely based on three written examination
papers taken at the end of the second year and is based on both
years’ work.

What’s in a Medicine? – Organic and spectroscopy.
The Chemical Industry – Equilibrium and kinetics.
Polymers and Life – Polyester and biological chemistry.
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Developing Metal – transition metals and
electrochemical cells.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to
have an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best
6 subjects, ideally including English and Mathematics.
Students must also satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A
Level Chemistry below.
Grade 6 GCSE Mathematics
AND
Grade 5 Both 1st and 2nd grade GCSE Combined
Science

WHAT CAN I DO
AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL CHEMISTRY?
Chemistry can lead to a career in the chemical
industry, management, medicine, paramedical
services, veterinary medicine, nursing, pharmacy,
teaching, conservation, environmental areas etc.
Students also go on to pursue university courses
of study in related subjects such as forensic
science, biochemistry, environmental science
and others.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students will need a scientific calculator.
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Classical Civilisation A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
CLASSICAL CIVILISATION?
Classical Civilisation offers a dynamic insight into the worlds of
Ancient Greece and Rome, the two civilisations which lie at the
root of Western culture and influenced it like no other. The course
is uniquely interdisciplinary, incorporating elements of literature,
art, history, philosophy and several other subject areas. Students of
the subject develop a range of skills, such as deductive reasoning,
analysis and extended prose composition. As a wide-ranging
and rigorous course, Classical Civilisation can be combined very
effectively with other subject choices to provide students with a
strong academic portfolio. Students focusing on arts subjects will
find that Classical Civilisation can strengthen their understanding
and appreciation of a large number of concepts. The subject is also a
natural choice for science students seeking to study a course which
will broaden their scope and touch on a range of other disciplines.

Gods, Cults and Religion – Explores the Greeks’ relationship
with their gods. Long after Christianity obscured the cults of
the ‘old’ gods, their influence was keenly felt in Western art and
literature – and still is today. Students study not only the wellknown Olympian gods and the myths associated with them,
but also Greek rituals, cults and places of worship. They assess
the role of religion in society and the influence of philosophical
developments on religious belief.

COURSE CONTENT

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2

You will cover a range of topics such as:

Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year of
the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal late
spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level of
attendance and commitment throughout the year.

The World of the Hero – The Iliad, the earliest text in Western
literature and undoubtedly one of the greatest. Its central theme
is the anger of Achilles, a warrior whose refusal to fight in the
legendary Trojan War threatens the Greek army with humiliating
defeat. It is a story of human failure and human glory, enlivened
by the rivalries and meddling influences of the gods. As a secondyear text, students study The Aeneid, the grand and eloquent
Roman response to The Iliad and a powerful statement of Roman
achievements. Students study a large range of the themes
articulated in these texts, such as heroism, mortality and the role
of divine powers.
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Greeks and Barbarians – The study of the process by which the
Greeks created the concept of the barbarian. Few other concepts
have had such a deep and devastating influence on the course of
Western history. Through close analysis of classical histories, plays
and artistic sources, students explore how the Greeks perceived
themselves as different from, and superior to, other peoples,
including the Persians and the mythical Amazons. The topic has
very powerful resonances with some of the deepest issues in
society today.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is entirely based on written examination taken at the
end of the second year and is based on both years’ work.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an
average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally
including English and Mathematics. Students must also satisfy the
minimum entry criteria for A Level Classic Civilisation below.
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based GCSE
subject (from subjects such as English Language, English
Literature, History, Religious Studies or Sociology)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL CLASSICAL CIVILISATION?
Teaching and postgraduate research are clear career options for
those who want to work directly with the classical material, but
classics degrees also prepare students for a very wide range of
other career paths. Many classicists go on to train for professions
such as the law or accountancy. Companies are often ready to
employ people with classics qualifications in administrative and
managerial roles.

FURTHER INFORMATION
To be successful in Classical Civilisation, you will need to
enjoy reading and have sound written skills. The department
has well-developed support materials, which are available
through the College’s online learning environment and
there is an extensive collection of Classics books in the
College’s library.
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Criminology A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY CRIMINOLOGY?
Criminology is a modular two-year A Level equivalent course in
the study of the nature, causes and control of criminal behaviour
in both the individual and society. It is Interdisciplinary in that it
draws on concepts from psychology, psychiatry, law, sociology
and social anthropology. Criminologists tackle some of the most
pressing issues and dilemmas we face in society. They carry out
research on crimes and try to explain why they happen, looking
into the family life, mental state, social status, biology and other
aspects of the lives of criminals. The main aim of criminologists is
to find ways to predict, deter, and prevent future crimes. They may
assist law enforcement in catching criminals.

COURSE CONTENT
You will cover a range of topics such as:
Changing Awareness of Crime – Different types of crime,
such as hate crime, domestic abuse, honour crime, cybercrime
and white-collar crime. Reasons why some crimes tend to go
unreported, and the consequences of this for the victim, the
offender, and the wider community. How the media represents
crime, for example in news reports, TV shows, films and games,
and how this impacts on how the public perceive crime.
Methods of studying and collecting data on crime. Campaigns
for change in the awareness or legal situation of specific crimes.
Criminological Theories – The definition of criminal behaviour
and deviance. The social construction of criminality and how our
perceptions of what is criminal change over time, culture and
situations. Biological theories of criminality, including the role
of genes. Individualistic theories of criminality such as the role
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of childhood experiences. Sociological theories of criminality,
including the impact of social structure and labelling. How
social change and campaigns lead to changes in the law.
Crime Scene to Courtroom – The process of criminal
investigations. Investigative techniques. How evidence is
processed. Trial processes.
Crime and Punishment – The processes of law making and
the organisation of the criminal justice system. Forms of
social control. Aims of punishment. Roles, contributions and
effectiveness of agencies of social control.

ASSESSMENT IN YEAR 1
At the end of year one there will be a written assessment
consisting of multiplechoice questions and a mix of short answer
and extended response questions

ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 1
Consists of a controlled assessment and an exam paper based on
covered in Year 1.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
At the end of Year 1 students will need to have achieved at least a
grade E in the Certificate Level course in order to progress onto the
Year 2 Diploma Level course which is equivalent to a full A Level.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
Consists of a second controlled assessment and an exam paper based on
content covered in Year 2 only.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an average
point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally including
English and Mathematics. Students must also satisfy the minimum entry
criteria for A Level Criminology below.
Grade 5 in at least one other predominantly written based GCSE
subject (from subjects such as English Language, English
Literature, History, Religious Studies or Sociology)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL CRIMINOLOGY?
Criminologists work in a number of areas and therefore a
criminology degree offers good career opportunities in fields
such as policing, criminal justice, social work, the prison service,
probation, youth offending, drug/alcohol services and victim
support among others. In addition, people with criminology
degrees go into a range of other degrees and professions as they
have gained a wide range of useful and transferable skills.

FURTHER INFORMATION
This course is suitable for students with strong literacy skills.
You will be required to write at length so will need good
essay writing skills.
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Drama & Theatre A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
DRAMA & THEATRE?
This is a varied course and is designed to develop your knowledge
and enjoyment of drama and theatre. It is an ideal subject for
those who enjoy reading, performing and exploring ideas. It
combines both practical and academic work skills. You will study a
range of plays, comedies and tragedies, old and new, and explore
them through performance and discussion. Seeing live theatre
is a vital part of the course and we arrange trips to see both local
and London productions. The course is a mixture of practical
(including acting skills) and written work and an enthusiasm
for both aspects is needed for success. Drama and Theatre is a
subject that can be helpful and enjoyable to any student not just
budding actors. It is an essay-based subject that is well respected
in higher education as a varied and challenging exploration of the
drama and theatre making process.

COURSE CONTENT
The first year of the course consists of the study of a set text. You
will study this practically in lessons and explore how you can
perform and stage a play. You will also learn how to evaluate live
theatre performances and practitioners; recording your research
and informing your own practical work. During the second year
of the course you will study another play text. This along with the
play studied in the first year and a question on live productions
will be examined in a written exam. You will learn to direct and
stage a performance for an audience of a third play and you
will explore and perform a further play which will be assessed
practically.
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PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
This consists of two written exams and two Practical exams: A
devised piece (completed at the end of Year 1), with a second
scripted piece and accompanying coursework from Year 2.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Drama & Theatre
below.
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
Although useful, it is not necessary to have previously studied
Drama; however, experience of acting plus an interest in the
academic study of Drama and Theatre is necessary and will be
explored at interview with a further practical assessment at
induction.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL DRAMA & THEATRE?
All universities recognise A Level Drama and Theatre
and welcome the breadth it brings to broader study.
There are many students who complemented their
programme with A Level Drama & Theatre who are
now studying a broad range of different courses at
top universities including Medicine, Law, History,
Geography, Philosophy, Politics, Mathematics,
Business, Economics, Modern Languages,
Biomedical Sciences, Film as well as Drama,
Theatre and English.

FURTHER INFORMATION
You will be expected to join us on at least two
visits to the theatre. This is an essential part of
the course and plays a key role in helping you
to appreciate the theatrical experience.
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Economics A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY ECONOMICS?
Most students choose to study Economics because they want
to understand better how our society works, how businesses are
run and to have a better understanding of current issues. We
aim to develop your knowledge of the many different questions
facing, governments, managers and consumers and the theories,
which underlie explanations of their decision making. In recent
years we have experienced great upheavals in the way our world
works such as global warming, the global financial crisis, Brexit
and the Covid 19 Pandemic. It has never been more important
to understand the ways in which all our lives are shaped by the
decisions on how we make use of the relatively scarce resources
of the planet.

COURSE CONTENT
The course involves understanding the theories and models
that underpin economic thinking; developing a ‘toolkit’ of
economic concepts, and then applying these to a wide range
of contemporary issues and practical problems. Students will
apply economic theories and concepts to current issues such as
austerity, the EU, financial markets, global warming, globalisation,
the UK’s productivity gap, the growing inequality in modern
economies and Brexit (the impact on the UK economy of leaving
the European Union).

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
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of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is entirely based on three written examination papers
taken at the end of the second year and is based on both years’
work exploring Economic Principles, Models and Behaviours.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Economics below.
Grade 5 GCSE Mathematics
AND
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based
GCSE subject (from subjects such as English
Language, English Literature, History, Religious
Studies or Sociology)
Economics is a challenging subject and at interview your
motivations for selecting the programme will be explored.

WHAT CAN I DO
AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL ECONOMICS?
Economics can lead to degree
level study of the social sciences
and business-related courses.
Some students choose not to
go to university and take up
apprenticeships or study for
professional qualifications in
accountancy and banking.

FURTHER
INFORMATION
Students will need a
scientific calculator.

25

English Literature A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
ENGLISH LITERATURE?
Literature is a course which enables you to engage in depth with
a range of powerful and inspirational texts. It involves looking
at how poetry, plays and novels create characters, tell stories
and present themes. Literature lessons are varied, ranging from
group and whole class discussions, creative approaches, drama
activities and independent research. You will be encouraged to
explore your own ideas about texts and extend your experience of
literature. This course allows you to sharpen and refine the ways
you analyse texts and write an effective critical essay. The skills
involved in shaping and structuring your ideas and opinions will
compliment numerous subjects and career options.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is based on written examinations taken at the end
of the second year covering both years’ work, with a piece of
internally assessed coursework, which you work on independently,
focused on two texts of any genre or period.

COURSE CONTENT

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA

Over the two years you will be studying two texts from each genre
of Literature: Drama, Prose and Poetry, each assessed in different
exam. These will range from contemporary poems and modern
masters, through to Shakespeare; covering complex concepts
such as childhood, tragedy, love, the supernatural, religion,
colonisation and its aftermath, crime and detection, science and
society and women and society.

For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level English Literature
below.
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based
GCSE subject (from subjects such as English
Language, English Literature, History, Religious
Studies or Sociology)
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WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE?
The thinking, speaking and writing skills you develop
on this course are highly valued by universities and
students who study A Level English Literature
progress onto a wide range of subjects and careers,
including business, journalism, history, law, drama
and medicine.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students who like reading and want to expand
their horizons choose English Literature. English
students are encouraged to participate in a
wide range of extra-curricular opportunities
such as trips to the theatre, cinema and
they may want to purchase their own texts;
although copies of key reading will be
available in the library.
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Environmental Science A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE?

FINAL ASSESSMENT
AT END OF YEAR 2

This subject is for those who have a real interest in contemporary
environmental issues and have a good level of interest and skill
in science. Environmental Science connects the fields of biology,
chemistry, geography, geology, physics, and law by covering aspects
of climate, ecology, quarrying, mining, energy conservation, land
management and wildlife conservation. Environmental Science is
a broad discipline, and we ensure that you acquire the necessary
knowledge and skills to appreciate the socio-economic issues
related to environmental issues. Fieldwork and practical activities
are an integral part of the course, and the Sixth Form College has an
impressive Animal Science and Horticulture campus nearby where
you will be able to conduct extensive field studies and practically apply
your knowledge and skills.

Two written exams on topics covered over the two-year
programme. The first explores the physical environment,
energy resources and pollution and the second paper
explores the living environment, biological resources,
sustainability and research methods.

For an A Level programme of study, we require students
to have an average point on entry score of 5.0 from
their best 6 subjects, ideally including English and
Mathematics. Students must also satisfy the minimum
entry criteria for A Level Environmental Science below.

COURSE CONTENT

Grade 5 GCSE Mathematics

You will study aspects of climate change, biodiversity and
environmental management, pollution and control, population
dynamics, ecosystems and urbanisation. You will also acquire
laboratory and practical analytical skills and have frequent
opportunities to practice and apply what you learn.

Grade 5 In either the 1st or 2nd grade GCSE
Combined Science or a GCSE single subject
science

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be dependent
on having made satisfactory progress in the first year of the course,
including achieving at least an E grade in a formal late spring
assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level of attendance
and commitment throughout the year.
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MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA

AND

AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written
based GCSE subject (from subjects such
as English Language, English Literature,
History, Religious Studies or Sociology)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER
STUDYING A LEVEL
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE?
This course is multi-disciplinary and would
naturally allow progression on to a wide
variety of higher education courses or
employment opportunities. Environmental
Sciences are a growing field and many
universities offer courses in this area,
including environmental management,
environmental health, ecological science
and marine biology.

FURTHER
INFORMATION
Students who study this programme
should come with a passion for the
conservation of life, the nurturing of
ecosystems and an interest in the
importance of energy resources in
the development of society.
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Further Maths AS/A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
FURTHER MATHS?
For students with a significant interest and ability in Mathematics,
Further Mathematics is an enjoyable, rewarding, challenging
and empowering course. A Level Mathematics must be
taken alongside this course so students in effect take ‘double
mathematics’ for at least their first year at College. Students
must also take two other A Level subjects alongside ‘double
mathematics’ in order to preserve breadth in their programme
of study (four courses in total). External AS Level Further
Mathematics exams are taken at the end of the first year of study
so that successful students achieve a formal qualification at that
stage. An informed decision can then be made about progression
onto the second year of the course. Further Mathematics is
an excellent preparation for a whole range of degree courses.
Subjects such as physics, engineering, and computing are highly
mathematical in nature and demand a deep understanding of
the subject. Students with Further Mathematics qualifications
are sought after by prestigious universities who recognise a good
grade as strong evidence of analytical and problem-solving skills.
For students considering a mathematics degree in particular,
Further Mathematics at sixth form will ease the transition to
university level study.

COURSE CONTENT
During the course you will study the same three topics as in A
Level Mathematics; however, this course takes the study of pure
mathematics, statistics and mechanics significantly further:
Pure Mathematics – Students study complex numbers,
matrices and vectors as well as developing their understanding
of proof and algebraic techniques.
Statistics – Topics covered include hypothesis testing,
correlation and regression, discrete random variables, and
permutations and combinations.
Mechanics – Topics include collisions, circular motion,
dimensional analysis and work, energy and power. Mechanics
supports topics taught in A Level Physics particularly well.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
All Further Mathematics students will sit the AS Further
Mathematics exams at the end of their first year at college.
Students who wish to progress to A Level Further Mathematics in
year two will be expected to achieve a good grade in their internal
A Level Mathematics exam and also a grade C or above in the
external AS Level Further Mathematics exam.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level Mathematics assessment is three exams of 2 hours
duration each at the end of the two-year course.
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MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an average
point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally including English
and Mathematics. Students must also satisfy the minimum entry criteria for
A Level Further Maths below.
Grade 7 GCSE Mathematics
Please note that AS Further Mathematics can only be taken alongside
A Level Mathematics and two other A Level subjects – giving a total of
four subjects. Selecting 4 subjects needs to be considered carefully at
interview.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL FURTHER MATHS?
AS/A Level Further Mathematics is a high-status qualification.
Students go on to study a host of degree courses at university
including mathematics, mechanical engineering, physics,
chemistry, economics, electronics, statistics, econometrics,
chemical engineering, biology, computing, management
science, natural sciences and many others.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students will need a scientific calculator or graphical
calculator. The calculator must have an ANS key and
the ability to compute summary statistics and access
probabilities from the binomial distribution. Textbooks
and e-resources will be available for the A Level course
and further details about these and calculators will be
provided at Induction.
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Geography A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY GEOGRAPHY?

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2

Are you interested in how the world works and the natural
environment? Do you have an interest in the economy and global
affairs? Geography is a subject that is useful to any student as
it encourages them to develop a range of skills including essay
and report writing, analysing and solving problems, working with
statistics, interpreting data and text and presenting data. The
geography department runs a range of field trips to apply your
emerging knowledge and skills.

Three written exams on topics covered over the two-year
programme. The first explores physical systems, the second
explores human interactions, and the third explores geographical
debates. There is also the non-exam coursework assessment.

COURSE CONTENT
The course is an even split between human and physical
Geography. Topics you will cover include coastal landscapes and
factors which affect their formation, Earth’s Life Support Systems
with water and carbon cycles, ‘human’ topics that explore our use
of space and place and how towns and cities across the world are
changing, migration and examining contemporary patterns and
challenges of the 21st Century, power and borders and reflecting
on issues of conflict and state fragility in the 21st Century, climate
change is an important topic throughout the programme and
a topic called ‘Hazardous Earth’ focuses on why some places are
more at risk from hazards than others.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.
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MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Geography below.
Grade 5 GCSE Mathematics
AND
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based
GCSE subject (from subjects such as English
Language, English Literature, History, Religious
Studies or Sociology)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY?
Geography can lead to a career in many different areas;
some jobs may relate directly to a geography degree
whereas other jobs will require you to use the skills that
you have developed on the course.

FURTHER INFORMATION
It is recommended that students purchase the A
Level Geography textbook which is used for both
years of the course. The newest version will be
signposted at induction.
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Graphic Design A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
GRAPHIC DESIGN?
Graphic Design is a subject that is aimed at any student who
wants to improve their visual communication using traditional
techniques and/or modern technology. It is a stimulating and
wide-ranging subject that develops the ability to appreciate the
commercial visual world and to respond to it in a personal and
creative way. Students learn to use a range of graphic techniques
including print, sketching, illustration and photography, as well as
designing in Photoshop and Illustrator. Graphic Design is a chiefly
practical course with some written elements. Coursework projects
include book cover design, packaging design and typographical
work. In the second year, students can choose their own project
which can include such briefs as branding for festivals, marketing
for new food or clothing companies and exhibition displays.
Students have the freedom to approach projects in a variety of
ways depending on their interests. Developing your skills by
looking at artists and designers is an important part of any artist
or designer’s experience. We invite guest designers in to run
one day workshops throughout the year and we also have many
visiting speakers from universities to give you information about
progression opportunities and careers.

COURSE CONTENT
The course consists of coursework projects followed by a
shorter exam project. For coursework you will be learning new
techniques, looking at the work of other graphic designers and
building up your skills and understanding of contemporary
graphic design. The projects in the first year will enable you to
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address the A Level assessment criteria and give you a good idea
of the standard of preparation required in order to produce a
sophisticated final outcome. In the second year you will be further
developing your skills and exploring your ideas to a high standard.
You will produce a portfolio of high-quality artwork that can be
used for Art and Design degree interviews.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
Year 2 becomes more specialised. The coursework element
consists of one major project, which you choose yourself. There is
also a short-written element to the coursework. The exam project
culminates in a 15-hour practical exam.

ASSESSMENT
All A Level coursework is due in at the end of January in your
second year. From the start of February you will then start your
exam project. In May, at the end of the exam preparation period,
you will be completing a final piece during a 15-hour exam –
spread over 3 days. The coursework is worth 60% of your A Level
mark and the exam project is 40%.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics.
For those who have not previously studied a GCSE in Art and
Design or Textiles or Graphics, or an equivalent Level 2 course, it
is still possible to be considered for this A Level Art course. You
will need to complete an exercise set by the Art and Design
Department once you have had your college interview.
The exercise will need to be submitted to the Head of
Department during your College Induction Day.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL GRAPHIC DESIGN?
Studying Graphics can lead to many careers in the
creative industries. Possible careers include graphic
design, illustration, architecture, product design, web
design, games design, automotive design, fashion
and textiles, industrial design, marketing and
animation.

FURTHER INFORMATION
The basic requirement is for students to buy
an A3 coursework sketchbook for the first day
and to have some pencils and graphic pens
available for homework. They will also need an
A1 Portfolio by the end of the first term. Further
expenditure is dependent on the selection
and nature of your work.
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History (Early Modern) A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY HISTORY?

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2

This is a course which gives both an insight into the past and
develops deductive reasoning, analytical and extended prose
composition skills. History is a subject that can be helpful to any
student and can usefully be studied in combination with many
subjects. Exam questions come in the form of either essays where
a student must argue a case for or against a key historical issue
or questions address the historical skills of source analysis and
historical interpretation. In the second A Level year, students will
complete an extended study in the form of coursework.

Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

COURSE CONTENT
The Early Modern course follows the most dynamic and colourful
period in history when the world was in a constant state of change
and development from the medieval period to the beginnings
of the modern world. The early modern era also benefits from
some of the most dynamic personalities you will find anywhere
in history. If you like good stories filled with extraordinary people,
then this is the course for you. You will be learning about the Wars
of the Roses and Henry VII (the first Tudor monarch), the German
Reformation and the rule of Charles V, Martin Luther who singlehandedly changed the world and the ascendancy of France with
colourful characters such as Cardinal Richelieu.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is based on written examination taken at the end of
the second year and is based on both years’ work. You will also
be choosing from a list of coursework essay titles to research and
write up. Topics offered may include the Reformation, aspects of
the Tudors or the European witch craze.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level History below.
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based
GCSE subject (from subjects such as English
Language, English Literature, History, Religious
Studies or Sociology)
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WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING A
LEVEL HISTORY?
History is a highly regarded arts qualification. Many of
students go on to study it at university. Teaching and
postgraduate research are obvious career options also. In
addition, many historians go on to train for professions
such as law or accountancy. Companies are often
ready to employ people with history qualifications in
administrative and managerial roles.

FURTHER INFORMATION
To be successful you will need to enjoy reading and
have sound written skills. The department has well
developed support materials which are available
through the college’s virtual learning environment
(Moodle) system. There is also an extensive
collection of history books in the College Library.
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Law A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY ENGLISH LAW?

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2

Law is a dynamic and exciting subject that has broad applicability
to a range of careers and study options. It allows you to
understand the world around you from different perspectives
and consider how the law affects real life. Debates, mock trials
and group discussions form an essential part of the course.
Law complements many other subjects at A Level and goes
particularly well with Politics. As with all your A Level choices you
should choose subjects you think you will enjoy and play to your
strengths. You don’t need to study A Level Law to study Law at
university, but the course does offer a good opportunity to try the
subject out and build a good foundation for future study.

A Level Law is assessed by examination at the end of the two
years of study. There is no coursework involved in this syllabus.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Law below.
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND

COURSE CONTENT
The course includes the study of the nature of law, the English
legal system, law of tort, criminal law and human rights law.
Legal skills are an intrinsic part of the specification, and you will
explore these through the debates and mock trials.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.
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Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based
GCSE subject (from subjects such as English
Language, English Literature, History, Religious
Studies or Sociology)
The course requires essay writing skills and a high level of
comprehension. No prior knowledge of law is required

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER
STUDYING A LEVEL LAW?
The course will develop understanding of
a range of legal principles and is a useful
introduction for students considering
careers in law (barrister, solicitor, police
and court services) it also helps to develop
a range of analytical skills that would be
transferable to many other careers.

FURTHER
INFORMATION
All students are provided with
comprehensive handouts and
online resources. The department
subscribes to the “Student Law
Review” which deals with aspects of
the syllabus and gives very up- todate legal information.
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Maths A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY MATHS?
Mathematics is one of the most popular subjects studied at A Level
and enables you to develop your understanding of topics already
seen at GCSE, at the same time as introducing you to new areas.
Mathematics A Level is highly relevant as preparation for a number
of degree courses and employment areas. It supports many other
subjects at A Level including Physics, Biology and Chemistry.
It is also useful for Geography and Psychology. Higher level
mathematics qualifications are very well recognised by employers
and universities and there is evidence to suggest that having a
higher-level mathematics qualification may boost your future
earning potential.
The department runs a targeted programme of support sessions
to help students make the transition from GCSE to A Level study.
There are also drop-in support sessions through the year and a
programme of revision sessions to help students prepare for the
final exams.

COURSE CONTENT
During the course you will study three types of mathematics:
Pure Mathematics – these are mathematical techniques from areas
such as algebra, trigonometry and calculus. You will learn how to
prove and apply a range of problem-solving techniques.
Statistics – you will develop further skills in analysing and
representing data, including using technology to analyse a large
data set. You will extend your understanding of probability and
learn how to carry out hypothesis tests. This area of mathematics
provides useful support for other A Level subjects that include
data analysis.

40

Mechanics – you will learn how to solve problems involving
objects moving with constant acceleration, including motion
under gravity. You will learn how to apply Newton’s Laws of
Motion and develop an understanding of Forces and Moments.
This branch of mathematics is highly relevant for students also
studying physics.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year of
the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal late
spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level of
attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level Mathematics assessment is three exams of 2 hours
duration each at the end of the two-year course.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Maths below.
Grade 6 GCSE Mathematics
We recommend that students who aim to study Mathematics or a
related degree course consider studying Further Mathematics

alongside A Level Mathematics. To ensure your success
with this approach you will need a Grade 7 in Mathematics.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL MATHS?
There is a national shortage of people with
mathematical skills and A Level Mathematics will
equip you with the necessary skills to cope with
numerous jobs and higher education courses.
Mathematical skills and qualifications are useful in
career areas including scientific, technical, financial
and managerial roles as well as in education and
the civil service. In addition, many subjects in
higher education involve Mathematics as an
essential part of the course, particularly in the
sciences, finance and economics but also in
courses such as geography, sports science and
psychology.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students will need a scientific calculator
or graphical calculator. The calculator
must have an ANS key and the ability
to compute summary statistics and
access probabilities from the binomial
distribution. Textbooks and e-resources
will be available for the A Level course
and further details about these
and calculators will be provided at
Induction.
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Music A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY MUSIC?

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2

This is a course for anyone who is enthusiastic about improving
their practical music skills, learning about music from different
periods and expressing themselves through music. The course
involves performance, composition and a listening examination.
Students will be given the opportunity to participate in a range
of ensemble practical work, alongside free instrumental or
vocal tuition. The course involves practical use of instruments
and voices and students are given the opportunity to listen to
a wide range of music. Students will also be able to choose a
number of options to suit their strengths and full support is given
to teach skills and develop a range of interests in music. Music
Technology is used to assist in the learning process, especially in
the compositional tasks, where students will learn how to use a
software notation program. The Music department organises trips
to music events. Music students can also take the opportunity to
pursue a related Extended Project Qualification.

Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

COURSE CONTENT

Although useful, previous study of music is not essential but
students taking this course should be at least Grade 5 standard
on an instrument or voice. Students who have not taken a graded
exam will be able to perform at an audition. Study of the Theory
of Music is essential before starting this course. Students who do
not have Grade 5 Theory of Music will take a theory test prior to
enrolment to demonstrate that they can read music fluently.

The course consists of three main components:
1. Performing as a soloist and/or in ensemble; any instrument
or voice is acceptable as part of an 8-minute assessed
performance.
2. Creating two compositions with a combined length of a
minimum of 6 minutes. The compositions will be written
either to a chosen brief or as a free composition.
3. Appraising audio containing extracts to accompany
questions on a written paper.
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MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Music below.
Grade 5 Theory of Music (or passing a college theory test)
AND
Grade 5 Instrument or vocal (or passing a college audition)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER
STUDYING
A LEVEL MUSIC?
Music is considered an academic qualification
and is therefore accepted for a very large
number of courses at universities. It is
considered vital for the further study of
Music at university. Students who have
taken this course are following careers as
teachers, performers, composers, music
therapists and music producers, but also
broader careers such as lawyers and
managers.

FURTHER
INFORMATION
The college has great facilities
for music students, including
practice rooms, each containing
a piano, and recording studios. It
is expected that a student would
have their own instrument to
practice at home.
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Photography A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
PHOTOGRAPHY?
Photography is a subject that is ideal for students who want to
develop their practical photographic skills and enjoy exploring
ideas. Students will learn how to analyse and respond to the
work of traditional and contemporary photographers whilst
learning how to express their own ideas with confidence. It is
largely a practical subject with students taking photographs
in lessons and in their free time. It is however important to
recognise that quite a lot of time is spent documenting and
analysing their research as well as the work they produce.
Students learn both digital and analogue photography within
excellent specialist photographic facilities including a studio
and darkroom. Developing your skills by looking at artists
and designers is an important part of any artist experience.
We invite guest photographers in to run one day workshops
throughout the year and we also have many visiting speakers
from universities to give you information about progression
opportunities and careers.

COURSE CONTENT
The focus of the first year is on developing students’ technical
skills (cameras, darkroom, Photoshop and studio) as well as
their understanding of the assessment criteria. Students will
keep a sketchbook where they document their work and
research and there will be a number of deadlines where they
present boards of final images. In the second year you will be
further developing your skills and exploring your ideas to a high
standard. You will produce a portfolio of high-level photographic
work to show at interviews.
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PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression will be dependent on having made satisfactory
progress in the first year, including achieving at least an E grade
in a formal late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance
of a good level of attendance and commitment throughout the
year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT
END OF YEAR 2
Year 2 becomes more specialised. The coursework element
consists of one major project, which you choose yourself. There
is also a short-written element to the coursework. The exam
project culminates in a 15-hour practical exam.

ASSESSMENT
All A Level coursework is due in at the end of January in your
second year. From the start of February you will then start your
exam project. In May, at the end of the exam preparation period,
you will be completing a final piece during a 15-hour exam –
spread over 3 days. The coursework is worth 60% of your A Level
mark and the exam project is 40%.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an
average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally
including English and Mathematics.
For those who have not previously studied a GCSE in Art and Design
or Textiles or Graphics, or an equivalent Level 2 course, it is still
possible to be considered for this A Level Art course. You will need
to complete an exercise set by the Art and Design Department
once you have had your college interview. The exercise will need
to be submitted to the Head of Department during your College
Induction Day.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY?
Studying Photography can lead to many careers in the
creative industries. Possible careers include graphic design,
commercial photography, fashion photography, fine art
photography, architecture, product design, and web
design.

FURTHER INFORMATION
The basic requirement is for students to buy an A3
coursework sketchbook for the first day and to have
some pencils and pens available for homework. They
will also need an A1 Portfolio by the end of the first
term. It is also advisable to have your own SLR or
DSLR camera. We will tell you more about this at
Induction. Further expenditure is dependent on the
selection and nature of your work.
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Physics A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY PHYSICS?
The dictionary definition of physics is “the study of matter, energy,
and the interaction between them”, but what that really means is
that physics is about asking fundamental questions and trying to
answer them by observing and experimenting. Some of these are
really big questions that include: How did the universe begin and
what are the building blocks of matter? Others are more practical
such as: How does a transformer work and can it be made more
efficient? If you think these questions are fascinating and you
like solving problems, then you will love physics. Physicists try to
uncover relationships through observing, creating mathematical
models, and testing them by doing experiments. In the
lessons you will learn theories, do practical work, use computer
simulations and more. We have well equipped labs with access to
computers and a wide range of equipment.

COURSE CONTENT
In the first year of the course you will develop a portfolio of
practical write-ups as you learn to accurately measure and
record data and build your practical skills. You will explore the
use of experimental data, interpreting graphs and drawing valid
conclusions from data. You will then start to answer questions
such as: How does 3D cinema work? How can we get pictures
from Mars? What are semiconductors and how can we use them?
You will then progress onto how and why things move, what is
light and how can an electron be in two places at once? As you
become more confident by Year 2, you will start to answer the
big questions such as: What is gravity? What is the evidence
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for the Big Bang? Is it true that time can speed up and slow
down? How can we predict random events? We will explore all
this topics as well as studying field and particle physics, which
includes forces, electricity and magnetism. You will also delve
into the fundamental nature of things and discover the world of
subatomic particles, quarks and gluons and why does E=mc2?

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is entirely based on three written examination
papers taken at the end of the second year and is based on both
years’ work. You will also achieve a practical endorsement if your
portfolio of work shows the necessary development.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an average
point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally including English
and Mathematics. Students must also satisfy the minimum entry criteria for
A Level Physics below.
Grade 6 GCSE Mathematics
AND
Grade 5 Both 1st and 2nd grade GCSE Combined Science
Physics at A Level and beyond is very mathematical. If you are going to
study Physics, you are advised to take A Level Mathematics alongside
it. The A Level Mathematics course includes the study of algebra,
trigonometry and mechanics – all important to Physics.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING A
LEVEL PHYSICS?
Physics students go onto study a range of degrees at university
including physics, astrophysics and geophysics as well as
engineering, aeronautics, computer science and mathematics.
Physicists are highly sought after in the job market and career
opportunities include working in the space industry designing
satellites, treating cancers using radiotherapy, forecasting
the weather as a meteorologist, conducting research in
a laboratory or working in the banking sector predicting
financial highs and lows.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students will need a scientific calculator.
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Politics A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY POLITICS?

COURSE CONTENT

This is a very exciting time to study both British and international
politics. There has been considerable turbulence in British politics
after the Brexit Referendum in 2016, the general elections of
2017 and 2020, and the debates surrounding Brexit. Likewise,
in international relations, there is a new US President, China is
increasing its power, Russia is seeking to play more of a global role
and there are significant global challenges like climate change,
growing protection in trade and inequalities in income and
wealth. The course is entirely relevant in an ever-changing world.
You will be inspired to engage in lively and informed debate. If
you are intrigued, excited or worried about the changes that are
happening in the world today, this is the course for you.

The syllabus covers key political topics such as:

The Politics specification covers UK government and politics,
political ideas and comparative global politics. Politics is a wellestablished and well-respected A Level, which develops literacy,
critical thinking, analysis and research skills. It goes well with
History, Sociology, Psychology and Law, but other subjects as well.
Studying A Level Politics shows that you care about the world you
live in, and you will develop knowledge and understanding of the
role politics plays in current local, national and global issues.

UK Politics – Democracy and participation, political Parties,
electoral systems, voting behaviour and the Media.
UK Government – The Constitution, parliament, the Prime
Minister and Executive, relationships between Institutions, core
political ideas such as Liberalism, Conservatism, Nationalism
and Socialism.
Global politics – Theories of global politics, regionalism,
sovereignty, the European Union, globalisation, global
governance (political, economic, environmental and judicial).

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is entirely based on three written examination
papers taken at the end of the second year and is based on both
years’ work.
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MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Politics below.
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written
based GCSE subject (from subjects such as
English Language, English Literature, History,
Religious Studies or Sociology)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL POLITICS?
A qualification in Politics is valuable to anyone aiming to
enter Higher Education, whatever the course for which
they apply. It is also very useful for those interested in
a career in journalism and the media, marketing, law,
public relations or the civil service.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Students will be encouraged to read around the
subject and take an active interest in Politics. To
be successful you will need to enjoy reading and
have sound written skills. The department has
well developed support materials which are
available through the College’s virtual learning
environment system (Moodle).
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Psychology A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY PSYCHOLOGY?
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and how it
influences behaviour, from communication and memory to
thought and emotion. It is about understanding people and how
this understanding can help us address and solve many of the
problems in society. As a science psychology is dedicated to the
study of human behaviour through observation, measurement,
and testing, in order to form conclusions that are based on sound
scientific methodology. Psychologists employ their knowledge
and expertise in many areas of society, such as: Helping us
prevent and overcome mental disorder, stress, and trauma;
speeding up recovery from brain injury; improving performance
both at school and in the workplace; assisting the police, courts,
and prison services in the operation of their duties; and, analysing
and improving athletic performance.

COURSE CONTENT
You will cover a range of topics such as:
Social Influence – This is the study of how society influences
the individual. Why we do as we are told, why we do what
everyone else is doing. Why some people rebel against society
Memory – Different types of memory. Why eyewitnesses to
crime make such poor witnesses. Why we forget.
Attachment – How our relationships with our first carers
influence all our future relationships. The impact of
institutionalisation in childhood on relationships
Approaches – Different fields of psychology and how they
explain human behaviour
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Psychopathology – What is normal and what is abnormal.
Explanations and treatments for phobias, depression and
obsessive-compulsive disorder.
Research Methods – The methods used by psychologists to
investigate human behaviour
Biopsychology – How the brain, neurotransmitters, and other
aspects of our biology influence our behaviours, thoughts, and
feelings.
Forensic Psychology - Psychological expertise as it applies to
the justice system.

ASSESSMENT IN YEAR 1
Two written assessment papers taken at the end of the first year
and assessment of relevant practical skills.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is entirely based on three written examination
papers taken at the end of the second year and is based on both
years’ work.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an average
point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally including English
and Mathematics. Students must also satisfy the minimum entry criteria for
A Level Psychology below.
Grade 5 GCSE GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based GCSE
subject (from subjects such as English Language, English
Literature, History, Religious Studies or Sociology)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING A LEVEL
PSYCHOLOGY?
Psychologists work in a number of fields and therefore a psychology degree
offers good career opportunities. These include forensic psychology, clinical
psychology, educational psychology, cognitive psychology, occupational
psychology, neuropsychology, health psychology, sport psychology,
counselling psychology. In addition, people with psychology degrees go
into a range of other professions as they have demonstrated an ability
to be adaptable and have a range of skills. They have a good grasp of
scientific and mathematical principles and can write in detail.

FURTHER INFORMATION
This is a challenging subject in both its academic rigour but also in
some of the content it requires you to consider and research.
Sociology students will also have the opportunity to take up a
related Extended Project Qualification in an area of specialism
they choose.
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Sociology A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY SOCIOLOGY?
Sociology is the study of society and encourages students to
look at the world in a critical and evidence-based way. Sociology
enables students to understand the relationship between people
and their society with a focus on current and global issues.
Sociology is able to respond to and make sense of immediate
events, understand social change and continuities as well as
evaluate the impact of social policies. You will learn how to apply
different theoretical perspectives to an understanding of society,
develop sociological research skills and be able to analyse and
present sociological evidence in a confident and convincing way.
Sociology topics include: Education, Research Methods, Families
and Households, Beliefs in Society, Crime and Deviance and
Sociology Theories. Sociology is a highly relevant subject, helpful
to students studying other social sciences such as Psychology,
Politics, Law and Economics as well as History, Statistics,
Mathematics and any art, humanities or science subjects.
Good written skills are required as there is a significant level of
essay writing.

COURSE CONTENT
You will cover a range of topics such as:
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Research Methods, Methods in Context and Methodology –
Looking at categories of quantitative and qualitative approaches
and “mixed methods” incorporating both.
Families and Households – Looking at ‘typical’ households
related by blood, kinship or adoption, but also non-family
households and how economic and social changes can change
the composition of households.
Crime and Deviance – Focuses on sociological explanations of
crime, deviance, social order and social control; patterns and
trends in crime in relation to ethnicity, gender and social class;
globalisation and crime today; the media and crime; green
crime; human rights and state crimes; crime control, surveillance,
prevention and punishment; victims, and the role of the police,
criminal justice system and other agencies.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

Sociological Theory – Defined as a set of ideas that provides an
explanation for human society.

FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2

Education – As a social institution through which a society’s
children are taught basic academic knowledge, learning skills,
and cultural norms.

The A Level is entirely based on three written examination
papers taken at the end of the second year and is based on both
years’ work.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an average point on
entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally including English and Mathematics.
Students must also satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Sociology below.
Grade 5 GCSE English Language or English Literature
AND
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based GCSE subject
(from subjects such as English Language, English Literature, History,
Religious Studies or Sociology)

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY?
Sociology increases employability and can lead to careers which require good
communication skills, an understanding of people and an ability to research
and analyse information effectively, efficiently and independently. Career
possibilities include social and market research, business, journalism, civil
service, legal profession (police, lawyer, citizens advice, probationary), youth
and social work, social reform and government policy, town and community
planning, development and charity work, human resources, PR, advertising,
counselling services, local government, housing and social/health services,
retail management and any career which requires an understanding of
today’s complex world and an ability to use initiative and creative thinking.

FURTHER INFORMATION
This is a challenging subject in both its academic rigour but also in
some of the content it requires you to consider and research.
Sociology students will also have the opportunity to take up a related
Extended Project Qualification in Anthropology.
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Sport & Physical Education A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY
SPORT & PHYSICAL EDUCATION?
This course contains a mixture of dynamic theoretical content
and practical performance skills. It covers factors that affect both
participation and optimal performance in physical activity and
sport. Students will develop knowledge of contemporary topics
in sport and equip themselves with the analytical skills necessary
for higher education and the world of work. The course will
also enhance student’s understanding of the factors that affect
their own performance and that of others. Sport and Physical
Education is an inter-disciplinary subject that can be helpful to
any student and can usefully be studied in combination with
a number of subjects, but which most directly overlaps with
Biology, Sociology and Psychology.

COURSE CONTENT
You will cover a range of topics such as:
Applied anatomy and physiology, skill acquisition, exercise
physiology, biomechanical movement, sport and society,
sport psychology, and the role of technology in physical activity
and sport.

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2
Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.
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FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
The A Level is based on two written examination papers taken at
the end of the second year, which are based on both years’ work.
There is also a non-exam assessment consisting of two elements:
Practical performance as a performer in a fully recognised
competitive situation, and a piece of written coursework involving
analysis of performance and highlighting weaknesses with an
evaluation of a theoretical cause and corrective measure.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have
an average point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects,
ideally including English and Mathematics. Students must also
satisfy the minimum entry criteria for A Level Sport & Physical
Education below.
Grade 5 In at least one other predominantly written based
GCSE subject (from subjects such as English
Language, English Literature, History, Religious
Studies or Sociology)
AND
Grade 5 Both 1st and 2nd grade GCSE Combined Science
A good/high level of practical performance as a performer or
coach is essential. Where the College offers a sport as enrichment,
we would expect students to attend and represent the College
when appropriate.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER
STUDYING A LEVEL SPORT
& PHYSICAL EDUCATION?
A Level Sport & Physical Education is
accepted at all universities and gives
access to various higher education and
any number of sport related employment
opportunities. The generic skills acquired
will allow transition to a wide variety of
subject areas and employment such
as the obvious sporting and coaching
pathways, but also in fields such as
policing, armed forces and other
uniform services.

FURTHER
INFORMATION
Students will benefit from the
College Fitness Centre, the
Sports Hall, as well as visits to
numerous high-quality local
and regional sports facilities.
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Textiles A Level
WHY SHOULD I STUDY TEXTILES?

PROGRESSION ONTO YEAR 2

This is an excellent ‘art validated’ textiles course for those who love
being creative with textiles and fashion. You will be introduced to
a range of techniques including: printing and dyeing; stitch and
embroidery and using fabrics to experiment with 3D modelling.
As the course progresses there will be an opportunity to specialise
so that you can develop an exciting body of work for your
portfolio. The study of textiles is great preparation for students
heading for a career in fashion or textile design or for those who
want to apply to an art related degree course. It also combines
well with any other subject at the College. You are also able to
combine it with any other Art and Design subject.

Progression to the second year of this A Level course will be
dependent on having made satisfactory progress in the first year
of the course, including achieving at least an E grade in a formal
late spring assessment, as well as the maintenance of a good level
of attendance and commitment throughout the year.

The textiles area is well equipped with a wide range of equipment
and resources providing an exciting opportunity for developing
creative and innovative design ideas.

COURSE CONTENT
The first year of the course consists of an induction period
followed by coursework projects. During the projects you will be
learning new techniques, looking at the work of other artists and
building up your skills and understanding of contemporary textile
art. You will also be getting to grips with the assessment criteria
and understanding how to develop your ideas to a high A Level
standard. The second year of the Textiles course consists of two
components: coursework and the exam project. There is a short,
written element to the coursework. You will be further developing
your skills and exploring your personal ideas to a high standard.
Your work will be bigger and more ambitious and might also be
worn as part of the fashion catwalk during the Final Show.
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FINAL ASSESSMENT AT END OF YEAR 2
Year 2 becomes more specialised. The coursework element
consists of one major project, which you choose yourself. There is
also a short-written element to the coursework. The exam project
culminates in a 15-hour practical exam.

ASSESSMENT
All A Level coursework is due in at the end of January in your
second year. From the start of February you will then start your
exam project. In May, at the end of the exam preparation period,
you will be completing a final piece during a 15-hour exam –
spread over 3 days. The coursework is worth 60% of your A Level
mark and the exam project is 40%.

MINIMUM ENTRY CRITERIA
For an A Level programme of study, we require students to have an average
point on entry score of 5.0 from their best 6 subjects, ideally including English
and Mathematics.
For those who have not previously studied a GCSE in Art and Design or
Textiles or Graphics, or an equivalent Level 2 course, it is still possible to
be considered for this A Level Art course. You will need to complete an
exercise set by the Art and Design Department once you have had your
college interview. The exercise will need to be submitted to the Head of
Department during your College Induction Day.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER STUDYING
A LEVEL TEXTILES?
This course provides you with the essential skills needed to progress
into a career path within the textiles and creative industries. It also
provides a suitable advanced level course for other career routes.
Higher Education courses and employment opportunities available
to students with fashion and textiles qualifications include fashion
promotion, textile management, clothing studies with textiles,
fashion and design with marketing/technology, a retail buyer,
journalism, garment technology, textile and fashion design.

FURTHER INFORMATION
The basic requirement is for students to buy an A3 coursework
sketchbook for the first day and to have some pencils and
graphic pens available for homework. They will also need an
A1 Portfolio by the end of the first term. Further expenditure
is dependent on the selection and nature of your work.
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Extended Project Qualification
WHAT IS THE EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION, OR EPQ?
The EPQ is an A-level standard, standalone qualification designed
to extend and develop your abilities beyond the A-level syllabus
and prepare for university or your future career.
Within EKC Sixth Form College it is anticipated that all students
will take the EPQ as part of their studies. It is worth half an A Level
in terms of UCAS points, and is well recognised by Universities
and employers. The EPQ will give you the opportunity to
develop additional skills and the fundamental building blocks
of knowledge you’ll need to progress on to university. You’ll have
significant support from your EPQ supervisor throughout the
programme, but you’ll also be empowered to plan your project
and execute its delivery within your own timetable..

COURSE CONTENT
The first year of the course consists of an induction period The
EPQ is all about you. As a student led qualification, you’ll get
to consider the things which interest you and that you have a
passion in, before moulding that into a project you can deliver.
You could choose to do a project which will support your longterm aspirations or which relates to the course you’d like to study
at university, or you could choose a topic which simply fascinates
you and can help to extend your learning beyond the boundaries
of your A Level curriculum.
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Within the EPQ you will receive a taught element. This will
give you 30 hours of supervised learning. This is often not the
traditional type of teaching you might have experienced before.
Instead you may have a visit from a guest speaker, a trip to a
university library, or online courses to do. These lessons will give
you certain key skills you’ll need to drive forward in your EPQ.
These might include:
● How to develop titles, questions and proposals;
● Project management skills, including time management,
planning techniques, and setting aims and objectives;
● Research methods, including research ethics, analysis and
evaluation, risk assessment and data collection techniques;
● Report writing and presentation skills.
Following the taught element, you will then get to work on your
chosen project carrying out your own independent research.
You’ll need to use a wide range of relevant resources, perform
critical analysis and evaluation of resources, and carry out detailed
research that informs the project’s outcome and format.
Throughout the EPQ you’ll need to continually log your learning.
This will be a record of your work toward your end assessment,
and might include things like your initial ideas, project plans, and
meetings between you and your supervisor.

ASSESSMENT
The EPQ offers two formats for your final
assessment, allowing you to choose your
preferred way of being assessed. The project
culminates in either a written or practical
assessment. If you choose to do the written
assessment, you will create a written report
which is around 5,000 words in length. If you
choose to do the practical assessment, you
will create an ‘artefact’. This could be a play,
three-dimensional piece of artwork, model
aeroplane, or even a website. Should
you choose the practical assessment,
you would also need to submit a much
shorter written report.
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New Dover Road
Canterbury, Kent
CT1 3AJ
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