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Welcome to EKC Sixth  
Form College. 
We are excited for you to 
explore our unique Sixth Form 
experience and wide range of 
A Level subject options. 
Whatever your aspirations, 
our subject experts, creative 
curriculum and wraparound 
support will help you to 
achieve your ambitions and 
progress to further study or the 
career of your choice.

WELCOME

Emma Wilkinson, 
Director of EKC Sixth Form College 
Deputy Principal of Canterbury College 

Shelley Birch, 
Head of EKC Sixth Form College 

Scan this QR code to 
meet more of the EKC 
Sixth Form College 
team



3

CONTENTS

COURSES

4 Our Students
5 Your College
6 Supporting You
7 Student Experience
8 Our Sixth Form Curriculum

10 Study Programme
12 Our Vision
13 Your Timetable
14 Apply to Study With Us
17 Our Courses

18 Art (Fine Art)
19 Biology
20 Business
21 Chemistry
22 Classical Civilisation
23 Criminology Applied Diploma (Level 3)
24 Drama & Theatre
25 Economics
26 English Literature
27 Environmental Science
28 Geography
29 Graphic Communication
30 History

31 Law
32 Maths
33 Further Maths
34 Music
35 Photography
36 Physical Education
37 Physics
38 Politics
39 Psychology
40 Sociology
41 Textiles
42	 Extended	Project	Qualification	(EPQ)



4

The Sixth Form College has helped me so much 
already with enhancing my university application 
as I’ve taken on roles as a course rep, student 
ambassador and created a Medical Society. I’ve 
developed key skills in leadership, communication, 
time management and so much more.  

Samantha Gatland  
Studying Biology, Chemistry, Maths and Psychology A Level 

I enjoy studying in the Sixth Form 
Centre because we study in our own 
dedicated area but can access the 
wider campus and all its facilities, 
which feels very inclusive.

Aleksandra Grodyte  
Studying Art (Fine Art), Classical Civilisation, 
English Literature and History A Level

OUR STUDENTS
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EKC Sixth Form College is part of the 
wider education community and set 
within Canterbury College.

As a student of the EKC Sixth Form 
College, you will be studying in 
your own dedicated Sixth Form 
Centre, with access to specialist 
facilities that are only used by those 
studying A Levels with us. 

You will have access to a study 
hub with individual workstations 
and group project tables within 
the centre, alongside a common 
room where you can relax and 
meet new friends. 

You also have the fantastic 
benefit	of	access	to	the	
wider College community, 
whether this is the Sports 
Centre, the Lanfranc 
Theatre, the Students’ 
Union, or the Refectory for 
refreshments. 

YOUR COLLEGE
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Learning Support 
Our aim is to ensure that you overcome any 
barrier to learning, and make the most of your 
time at College.

Advice and Guidance 
Our dedicated team in the Student 
Information Centre can offer you free, 
impartial information, advice and guidance 
throughout your Sixth Form College journey. 

Mentoring 
Every student will receive the guidance they 
need to recognise and achieve their full 
potential. 

Student Assessment  
and Support 
Our Additional Learning Support team 
provides specialist help and support for 
students	with	learning	difficulties,	disabilities	
and health procedures. 

This support includes one-to-one 
tutorials, adapted materials and transition 
programmes. 

Financial Support 
We are committed to supporting students 
in	order	for	them	to	overcome	any	financial	
barriers to participating in education. 

Bursary support is available for students with 
a household income of less that £25,000p.a.  

If your income is above this, but below 
£28,000p.a. you can apply for support with 
your travel to College. 

Free College Meals 
Students aged 16-18 at the beginning of the 
academic year, who live in a household that 
is	in	receipt	of	certain	benefits,	will	be	eligible	
for Free College Meals.

SUPPORTING YOU
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The Students’ Union 
The Students’ Union exists to represent your 
voice at every level of the College to make sure 
you have a fantastic experience with us. 

Have your Say 
As a student of EKC Sixth Form College, you 
automatically become a part of the Students’ 
Union. You can elect your own President and 
Officers,	who	are	current	students	that	run	your	
Students’ Union. 

Trips and Activities 
Keep an eye out for trips and events that 
run throughout the academic year. From 
welcome parties to awareness days and trips to 
theatres, theme parks and more, there’s always 
something fun to get involved in. 

Student Discounts 
Make the most out of student life and get a 
TOTUM	card,	sign	up	to	Unidays	and	find	out	
more about shops that will accept your College 
lanyard as proof of student ID. 

STUDENT EXPERIENCE
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COMMUNITY 
SOCIAL ACTION

 z Supporting the 
local community

 z Contributing to 
society

 z Team building

THE CORE
 z Futures 
Programme

 z Tutorials: group 
and 1:1

 z Pathway Electives 
Programme

RESEARCH & 
INDEPENDENT 
LEARNING

 z AQA EPQ
 z Independent 
learning

 z Set curriculum 
reading

ACADEMIC SUBJECTS
24 Subjects:

 z Science and Maths
 z The Humanities
 z Creative and Performing 
Arts

 z Social Sciences

OUR SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM

8
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FUTURES PROGRAMME
To prepare you for work and university, you 
will take part in a range of focussed activities, 
workshops and sessions that are aimed at 
enhancing your core skills and informing you 
about different options for your future study. 

This could include university visits, HE fairs and 
UCAS support. 

PATHWAY ELECTIVES 
PROGRAMME
Outside of your academic subjects, you will be 
able to take part in a range of elective activities. 
These take place on a Wednesday afternoon and 
allow you to explore interests outside of your 
curriculum.

COMMUNITY  
SOCIAL ACTION
Community is at the heart of everything we do, 
and each term we ask our learners to collectively 
support a cause that is important to them, 
whether this is fundraising or volunteering. 

Social action brings our learners together 
and encourages teamwork, whilst making a 
difference and strengthening the community 
that we serve. 
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EKC Sixth Form runs full-time A Level study 
programmes with students attending Monday  
to Friday. 

How many A Level courses  
will I take? 
Our students usually choose three academic 
subjects. Four subjects are available on request, 
following 1-1 academic counselling with the Sixth 
Form Team. 

All of the courses detailed in this prospectus 
and on our website are offered at A Level. Your 
average grades and future goals will be taken 
into account when considering how many 
courses you should take. 

Choosing subject combinations 
If you are unsure what courses you should 
take, consider what you would enjoy and 
start to think about your end goal. It may 
help you to consider a ‘pathway’ and then 
we can match the appropriate subjects 
with you. 

STUDY PROGRAMME
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Pathways could include:  

 z Humanities; 
 z Environment, Geography & 
Sustainability; 

 z Business Management & Finance; 
 z Literature, Journalism & 
Communication; 

 z Law and Politics; 
 z Social Sciences; 
 z Creative Arts & Architecture; 
 z Performing Arts; 
 z Medicine and Health Sciences. 

Outside these academic subject blocks, 
you will carry out independent learning in 
the Sixth Form study areas or the College 
Learning Resource Centre. 

On top of this, academic subjects will set 
a minimum of two hours of independent 
learning a week. 
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OUR VISION

EKC Sixth Form College is an outstanding and inclusive Sixth Form experience, where our students 
shape their future through creative and challenging curriculums that provide opportunities to 
achieve ambitions and progression to excellent destinations. 

COLLEGE VALUES
We are a values-driven organisation, 
and our culture is one of collaboration 
and community. We are strong 
believers	in	putting	community	first,	
and are committed to working in 
partnership with residents, employers, 
charities, community groups, councils 
and a range of other stakeholders to 
deliver an outstanding educational 
experience for you. 

Our values, which are espoused by 
every one of our staff and students alike, 
are underpinned by the word CAREER. 

C
A
R
E
E
R

CREATIVITY  Adapting to change 
through innovation

AMBITION  Empowering our 
students to achieve 
their potential 

RESPECT  Welcoming everyone 
and celebrating diversity

EXCELLENCE  
Placing our students 
at the heart of 
everything that we do

ENTERPRISE  Turning our ideas 
into reality 

RESILIENCE  Being determined to 
make a difference 
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Times Period Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8.50-9.00 Morning 
Registration

9.00-10.10 1 Choice #1 Independent 
Study Choice #3 Independent 

Study
Independent 

Study

10.10-10.20 B R E A K

10.20-11.30 2 Year 12  
Tutorial Choice #2 Choice #1 Year 13  

Tutorial
Independent 

Study

11.30-12.40 3 Choice #2 Independent 
Study

Independent 
Study Choice #1 Choice #3

12.40-13.30 L U N C H

13.30-14.40 4 Independent 
Study Choice #1 Independent 

Study Choice #3 Choice #2

14.40-14.50 B R E A K

14.50-16.00 5 Choice #3 Independent 
Study

Electives 
Programme Choice #2

16.00-17.00
Additional 
Group / 1-1 

support

Additional 
Group / 1-1 

support

Here is an example of what your timetable would look like if you are studying three A Levels. 

YOUR TIMETABLE
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How to Apply 
1. Register and apply for EKC Sixth Form 

College using this QR code or visiting 
ekcgroup.ac.uk 

2. You will be contacted with an interview slot 
where you will discuss your A Level subject 
intentions and future. 

3. After a successful interview you will be 
offered a place to study with us, subject 
to	you	achieving	the	general	and	specific	
entry criteria.

4. When you receive your results, you can 
attend	an	enrolment	session	and	confirm	
your place at EKC Sixth Form College. 

Entry Requirements  
At EKC Sixth Form College, our minimum entry 
criteria consist of a range (5-7) of GCSE passes at 
Grade 4 or above, including English and Maths, 
with an overall average grade of 5.

There will be additional minimum subject-
specific	requirements	that	are	listed	below.	

General Entry Requirements for all subjects: A range (5-7) of GCSE passes at Grade 4 or above, including English 
and Maths, with an overall average grade of 5.
PLUS: Minimum subject-specific requirements listed here:

Fine Art Desirable – GCSE Art & Design subject grade 4 or L2 Art & Design Merit (without the above 
qualifications	you	can	show	portfolio	evidence	at	interview)

Biology GCSE English 5, Maths 6, Combined Science 55 or single Science (Biology) 5

Business GCSE English 4, Maths 4 and 4 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, 
History, Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Chemistry GCSE Maths 6, Combined Science 55 or single Science (Chemistry) 5

Classical Civilisation GCSE English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

APPLY TO STUDY WITH US
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Criminology GCSE grade 5 in at least one predominantly written subject (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Drama & Theatre GCSE grade 5 in English Language or Literature

Economics GCSE Maths 5, English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, 
History, Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

English 
Literature

GCSE English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Environmental 
Science

GCSE Maths 5, Single Science subject 5 or Combined Science 54 and 5 in at least one other 
written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Further Maths GCSE Maths 7

Geography GCSE English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Graphic 
Communication

Desirable - GCSE Art & Design subject grade 4 or L2 Art & Design Merit (without the above 
qualifications	you	can	show	portfolio	evidence	at	interview)

History GCSE English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Law GCSE English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Maths GCSE Maths 6

Music GCSE	English	4,	Grade	5	in	Theory	of	Music	or	proven	ability	you	can	read	music	fluently,	Grade	
5 or above in an instrument or vocals (or an audition if no grades taken)

Photography Desirable – GCSE Art & Design subject grade 4 or L2 Art & Design Merit (without the above 
qualifications	you	can	show	portfolio	evidence	at	interview)

Physics GCSE Maths 6, Combined Science 55 or Single Science (Physics) 5
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Politics GCSE English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Psychology GCSE Maths 5, English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, 
History, Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Sociology GCSE English 5 and 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. English Literature, History, 
Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, RS)

Physical Education GCSE Combined or Single Sciences – 55/5+ plus 5 in at least one other written GCSE (e.g. 
English Literature, History, Geography, MFL, Drama & Theatre, Business, R.S)

Textiles Desirable – GCSE Art & Design subject grade 4 or L2 Art & Design Merit (without the above 
qualifications	you	can	show	a	portfolio	evidence	at	interview)

Notes:
 z We will count up to two BTEC Level 2 qualifications as the equivalent to two GCSE subjects to meet the 
general entry requirements if the student achieves a Merit or above in those BTEC qualifications.

 z If a student has, for example, international or non-traditional qualifications or has been home-schooled and 
does not have the full suite of formal GCSE qualifications, we will discuss at interview stage.

It is important that we adhere to these minimum entry requirements. The A Level programme of study 
is rigorous, and we want to ensure that this is the most appropriate programme for you. 

What if I don’t achieve the minimum requirements? 
Firstly, don’t panic. Call us, email us or come and see us during enrolment. Our friendly team may be 
able to work out different subject combinations to offer you. Alternatively, we can give you advice and 
guidance on other courses that you can study that are still a part of our College community.
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OUR COURSES

We offer the widest range of 
subjects in the area, meaning 
you can pick a combination of 
programmes that best suits 
your future ambitions. 

If you would like to view these 
online, please scan this QR 
code,	where	you	can	find	
out more information about 
all the subjects on offer.

17
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ART (FINE ART) A LEVEL

Do you want to develop your 
experimental techniques and 
skills in drawing, painting and 
artwork? 

An A Level in Fine Art will 
build your skills in a range of 
different creative areas with 
practical workshops and artist 
research. 

What will I learn? 
Areas of study include 
drawing, painting, 
printmaking, collage, 
sculpture, 3D drawing, 
photography and installation. 
You will improve your 
artistic abilities and gain an 
understanding of the creative 
process, alongside developing 
visual communication skills. 

Assessment  
 z Coursework 
 z 1 x practical exam at the end of 
your second year. 

Commonly studied with 
English Literature, Graphic 
Communication, Maths, Music 
Textiles, Photography, Physics.
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BIOLOGY A LEVEL

Are you curious about the 
world around you? From 
bacteria to bananas, DNA to 
polar bears, Biology is the 
study of all living things on 
earth. 

A Biology A Level 
demonstrates strong 
scientific	and	academic	
capability and is an excellent 
base for degrees in healthcare 
and biological sciences.

What will I learn? 
You will study molecules 
and cells of which living 
organisms are made and 
how they exchange materials 
and energy, alongside 
learning	how	to	use	scientific	
equipment accurately and 
discover how to collect and 
interpret data. 

Assessment  
 z 3 x exams at the end of your 
second year 

 z Practical skills assessment. 

Commonly studied with 
Chemistry, Maths, Environmental 
Science, Physical Education, 
Physics, Psychology.

19
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BUSINESS A LEVEL

Are you interested in learning about how 
businesses work and developing an understanding 
of the inner structure of a range of organisations? 

This A Level will allow you to think critically about 
the world of business, whilst drawing on key 
disciplines, including economics, accounting, 
law and sociology.

What will I learn? 
Across two years you will cover topics such 
as management, marketing, operations, 
financial	performance	and	business	
strategy.  

Assessment  
 z 3 x exams at the end of your 
second year. 

Commonly studied with 
Art, Economics, English Literature, 
Maths, Graphic Communication, 
Politics, Law, Sociology.
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CHEMISTRY A LEVEL

Do you want to learn how to understand, and 
experiment with, the physical world around 
you?  

Chemistry is the branch of science that 
deals with substances and investigates their 
reactions.

What will I learn? 
Throughout the course, you will cover a 
range of topics including elements, fuels, 
the ozone and medicine.

Assessment  
 z 3 x written examinations at the 
end of your second year.

Commonly studied with 
Biology, Environmental Science, 
Geography, Maths, Physical 
Education, Physics.

21
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION A LEVEL

Gain a deeper understanding of some of the 
oldest and most engaging literature and art ever 
produced. 

Classical Civilisation is the study of the Greek and 
Roman world, and how it underlies our cultural 
outlook today.

What will I learn? 
You will combine elements of literature, 
history and philosophy to develop a range 
of skills in analysis and essay writing. You 
will study the texts, The World of the Hero, 
Greeks and Barbarians and Greek Religion. 

Assessment  
 z 3 x written examinations at the end 
of your second year. 

Commonly studied with 
Drama and Theatre, English 
Literature, Fine Art, History, Law, 
Psychology.
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CRIMINOLOGY APPLIED DIPLOMA (LEVEL 3)

Criminology	is	the	scientific	study	of	criminal	
behaviour and the effects on victims and the 
wider society. 

This A Level equivalent course draws on 
concepts from psychology, sociology and law to 
help you understand how to tackle some of the 
most pressing societal issues and dilemmas.

What will I learn? 
You will cover a range of topics such 
as awareness of crime, criminological 
theories, crime scenes, courtrooms and 
punishment.

Assessment  
 z A written examination and a 
controlled assessment at the end 
of each year.

Commonly studied with 
Biology, English Literature, Law, 
Physics, Politics, Sociology.

23
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DRAMA & THEATRE

If you enjoy reading, performing and exploring 
ideas, this is an ideal A Level subject for you.

What will I learn? 
This	qualification	emphasises	practical	
creativity, alongside research and 
theoretical understanding. You will be 
introduced to a wide range of theatrical 
styles and contexts as you explore plays, 
and devise and work on performances.

Assessment  
 z Two written examinations and 
two practical examinations. 

 z Coursework in your second year. 

Commonly studied with 
Art & Design subjects, English 
Literature, Classical Civilisation, 
History, Music, Law, Textiles.
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ECONOMICS

Do you want to develop an understanding of 
how our society works, how businesses are run 
and	how	they	are	affected	by	current	financial	
issues? 

An Economics A Level enhances your 
knowledge of important issues and decision 
making by governments, businesses and 
consumers. 

What will I learn? 
You will study a range of topics including 
the labour market, economic decision 
making, distribution of income and 
wealth	and	financial	markets.

Assessment  
 z Three written exams at the end of 
your second year.

Commonly studied with 
Business, Geography, Maths, Law, 
Politics, Sociology. 

25
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ENGLISH LITERATURE

Enhance your knowledge of the world around you and 
develop a habit of critical thinking with an English 
Literature A Level.

On this course, you will explore opinions and empathy, 
allowing you to step into someone else’s shoes and 
identify with others’ emotions.

What will I learn? 
You will explore the literary genre of Tragedy, 
studying texts like ‘Othello’ by William 
Shakespeare. You will also study Elements of 
Political and Social Protest Writing, with texts 
such as ‘The Kite Runner’, by Khaled Hosseini 
and ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood.

Assessment  
 z Two written examinations at the end of 
your second year 

 z Coursework module

Commonly studied with 
Fine Art, Drama and Theatre, History, 
Classical Civilisation, Music,  Law, 
Business.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

If you are interested in conserving the environment 
in the face of growing human pressures and human 
population growth, then this is the course for you.  

Environmental Science is an opportunity for you to 
develop	practical	scientific	skills	whilst	you	take	your	
learning outside of the classroom.

What will I learn? 
This course is focused around key areas that you 
will study, including living environment, physical 
environment, energy resources, pollution, 
biological resources, sustainability and research 
methods. 

You	will	undertake	fieldwork	activities	and	
experience different habitats, climates, land 
formations and societies.

Assessment  
 z Three written exams at the end of 
your second year.

Commonly studied with 
Geography, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Maths, Politics, English Literature.

27
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GEOGRAPHY

Are you interested in how the world works and the 
natural environment? Do you have an interest in the 
economy and global affairs? 

This subject is useful to students who want to 
develop analytical and problem-solving skills, whilst 
working with statistics and interpreting data.

What will I learn? 
The course content is an even split between 
human and physical geography. Topics you will 
cover include costal landscapes, life support 
systems, town and city planning, migration 
and climate change.

Assessment  
 z Two written examinations at the end 
of your second year 

 z Coursework

Commonly studied with 
Environmental Science, Sociology, 
Chemistry, Biology, Business, 
Economics, Politics.
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

Do you want to improve your creative and 
visual techniques, whilst studying how we 
sell ideas with visual and typographical 
elements? 

This subject will introduce you to a variety 
of graphic communication examples in 
both traditional and modern media.

What will I learn? 
You will establish an understanding of 
design principles through observation 
and imagination. You will learn 
about using traditional techniques 
including drawing, visualising, 
painting and mixed media. 

Assessment  
 z 60% Coursework
 z 40% Exam Project

Commonly studied with 
Art, Business, Photography, 
Maths, English Literature.

29
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HISTORY

Do you want to develop an understanding of how the 
past affects us today?  

Delve into the biggest moments of modern history 
and enhance your critical thinking, deductive 
reasoning and elevate your essay-writing skills with 
historical interpretations.

What will I learn? 
This early modern course follows the most 
dynamic and colourful period in history, when 
the world was in a constant state of change 
and development, from the Medieval period 
to the beginnings of the modern world.

Assessment  
 z Two written examination at the end of 
your second year 

 z Coursework

Commonly studied with 
Classical Civilisation, English Literature, 
Law, Politics, Sociology, Drama and 
Theatre Studies.
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Are you interested in studying the set of rules and 
procedures that we base our justice system on? 
Would	you	like	to	find	out	how	authority	is	enforced	
by governmental institutions? 

Law is a dynamic and exciting subject that has a 
broad applicability to a range of careers.

What will I learn? 
The course content includes a study of the 
nature of law, the English legal system, law of 
tort, criminal law and human rights law. Legal 
skills are an intrinsic part of this course, and 
you will explore these through debates and 
mock trials.

Assessment  
 z Three written examinations at the 
end of your second year.

Commonly studied with 
Business, Criminology, English 
Literature, Economics, History, 
Politics, Psychology, Sociology.

LAW

31
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Are you skilled with numbers and interested in 
understanding how to problem solve in complex 
situations? 

Maths is the study of logical rules and how we 
can	apply	that	to	real	life	situations	to	find	
solutions for complex problems.

What will I learn? 
You will study three types of mathematics; 
pure mathematics, statistics and 
mechanics. Within these modules you 
will cover algebra, trigonometry, calculus, 
data, forces and motion.

Assessment  
 z Three examinations and the end 
of your second year.

Commonly studied with 
Business, Chemistry, Economics, 
Physics, Further Maths, Biology.

MATHS
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For	students	with	a	significant	interest	and	
ability in Mathematics, Further Mathematics 
is an enjoyable, rewarding, challenging and 
empowering course. 

A Level Maths must be taken alongside this 
course.

What will I learn? 
This course builds on what you are 
already studying in A Level maths, 
adding elements such as complex 
numbers, hypothesis testing and 
dimensional analysis.

Assessment  
 z Three examinations and the 
end of your second year.

FURTHER MATHS

33
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If you enjoy listening to and playing a wide variety of 
music and enjoy improving your practical skills whilst 
working alongside other like-minded musicians, this 
is the course for you.

What will I learn? 
This course involves practical use of instruments 
and voice. During your studies you will analyse a 
variety of set works, and the contextual history 
behind them.  

You will learn how to compose music in 
a variety of styles, whilst improving your 
performance techniques.

Assessment  
 z A solo recital performance 
 z Composition 
 z One written examination. 

Commonly studied with 
Art, Drama and Theatre, Classical 
Civilisation, English Literature.

MUSIC
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Are you passionate about taking photos and 
want to progress your skills and technique 
further? 

Explore and develop a visual language using 
the photographic process with this A Level. 

What will I learn? 
You will produce practical and critical 
work by exploring a range of different 
photography such as portrait, landscape, 
still life, documentary, photojournalism, 
fashion, experimental and multimedia 
and installation and moving image.

Assessment  
 z Coursework with written and 
practical elements.

Commonly studied with 
Fine Art, Business, Drama 
& Theatre, Graphic 
Communication, English 
Literature.

PHOTOGRAPHY

35
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Do you have a keen interest in sport, 
performance and physical challenges? 

A Level Physical Education is an academic, 
scientific	subject	that	combines	theoretical	
work with competitive sport and activity.

What will I learn? 
You will cover a range of topics, including 
skills for sport, group dynamics, history 
of sport, sporting technology and 
performance enhancement.

Assessment  
 z Two written exams at the end of 
your second year 

 z Practical observational 
assessment.

Commonly studied with 
Biology, Physics, Psychology, 
Sociology, Chemistry, Maths.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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Have you ever fancied exploring space, designing 
aircraft, discovering new particles or do you simply 
have	a	desire	to	find	out	how	things	work?	

Physics is the study of matter and energy, and 
how they react to each other and affect the 
world that we live in.

What will I learn? 
You will cover a range of topics, such as 
measurements, particles, electricity, 
mechanics, nuclear physics and you 
may also choose to study astrophysics, 
engineering or electronics.

Assessment  
 z 3 x written examinations at the end 
of your second year 

 z Ongoing practical assessments. 

Commonly studied with 
Biology, Chemistry, Geography, 
Maths, Further Maths, Fine 
Art, Environmental Science, 
Criminology.

PHYSICS

37
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Do you want a deeper understanding of current 
affairs	and	develop	your	confidence	to	inform	and	
challenge politically?  

Delve into the politics and government of the 
UK	and	the	USA,	find	out	reasonings	behind	
decision-making and build key skills in 
informed debate.

What will I learn? 
You will learn about the government and 
politics of the UK and the USA, comparing 
the differences between them. You will 
also develop an understanding of key 
political ideas such as the environment, 
anarchy and feminism.

Assessment  
 z 3 x written examinations at the 
end of your second year.

Commonly studied with 
Criminology, History, Law, 
Economics, Business, Geography, 
Sociology.

POLITICS
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Psychology is the study of the mind and how it 
influences	behaviour,	from	communication	and	
memory, to thought and emotion. 

If you want to understand people and 
apply your learning to societal problems, 
Psychology A Level is a great place to start.

What will I learn? 
You will cover a range of topics, such as 
social	influence,	memory,	attachment,	
psychopathology and research methods.

Assessment  
 z 3 x written examinations at the 
end of your second year 

Commonly studied with 
Biology, Chemistry, Criminology, 
Sociology, Law.

PSYCHOLOGY
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Have you ever wondered why society is the way 
it is today? Are you curious about what causes 
people to commit crime, the changing views of 
families and whether religion has relevance in the 
contemporary world? 

A Level Sociology will help you understand the 
world around you and help you to see things 
from many different perspectives.

What will I learn? 
You will study a range of topics, including 
family, education, crime, societal beliefs and 
theory and methods.

Assessment  
 z 3 x written examinations at the end 
of your second year.

Commonly studied with 
Business, English Literature, History, 
Psychology, Criminology, Law, 
Politics, Geography.

SOCIOLOGY
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Do you enjoy being creative with fashion and want to 
enhance your practical skills so that you are able to 
create pieces of clothing and other items? 

Studying textiles will introduce you to a range of 
artistic processes through hands-on and practical 
learning. 

What will I learn? 
You will take part in several projects to build 
your understanding of contemporary textile 
art. You will study the work of other artists 
and weave elements of their work into your 
own.

Assessment  
 z Coursework 
 z Timed practical examination.

Commonly studied with 
Fine Art, Business, Drama & Theatre, 
Graphic Communication, English 
Literature.

TEXTILES
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

What is the EPQ? 
The	EPQ	is	an	A	Level	standalone	qualification	
designed to develop your abilities beyond the 
A Level syllabus, to prepare you for university or 
your chosen career. 

Your EPQ is all about you. As a student-led 
qualification,	you’ll	get	to	consider	topics	that	
interest you and that you feel passionate about. 

What will I learn? 
You will understand how to use research skills, 
develop and improve your own critical learning, 
while extending your planning, research and 
analysis skills. You will be able to independently 
manage a project, use resources, develop and 
review projects.  

How will I be assessed? 
You will be assessed internally via a production 
log,	verified	by	your	supervisor,	a	written	report,	
supplementary evidence and a presentation. 

Examples of EPQ titles 
EPQ titles generally are decided by students 
in relation to the course they wish to study at 
university. 

For example: 

 z Is	graffiti	a	form	of	art?	(Fine	Art)	
 z Is time travel possible? (Physics) 
 z Should all homes be built with solar panels? 
(Environmental Science) 

 z Is learning to read a human right? (English 
Literature) 

 z Should defendants be allowed to self-
represent? (Law).  

However, your EPQ title will be decided by you, 
and you will be guided to choose one that is 
relevant	to	your	field	of	interest.	
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